


Florida Panhandle Technical College

Å The mission of Technical College is to train a skilled 
workforce to meet the demands of our communities 
and businesses.

Å The program designed is called Project Independence ς
Implemented in 2013 on campus.

Comprehensive Transition and Postsecondary (CTP) program or 
CTP program is specifically designed to support students with 
disabilities.  The program was set up with specific guidelines to 
gain Title IV funding which only applies to adult students.
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Project Independence
Students served:
Å Adults with disabilities (AWD)
Å Students with disabilities (SWD) ςDually Enrolled

ï 18 ς22 years of age (12+ Students)
ï 16 ς18 years of age

Disabilities served since 2013:
Å Intellectual Disability
Å Severely Emotionally Disturbed
Å Autism Spectrum Disorder
Å Hearing Impaired

Students served by the CTP Program:
Å Adults with disabilities (AWD)
ïStudents ages 16 and above, enrolled as adults

ï 12+ students when they reach the age of 22
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Project Independence 
Eligibility

ÅDemonstration of campus mobility and 
independence

ÅSelf-identify and provide proof of 
Developmental or Intellectual Disability  
through one of the following:
ïPhysician

ïVocational Rehabilitation Counselor

ïOther professionals relevant to the 
Developmental or Intellectual Disability

**Documentation must include an official 
office letter or report from the agency ς
Document approval is required from the FPTC 
Adults with Disability Coordinator.
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ÅFlorida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
ÅFPTC Foundation
ÅCareerSource Florida
ÅTitle IV  
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Tuition Assistance



Higher Education Opportunity Actof 2008

Comprehensive Transition Programs( CTP) were initially 
described and defined by theHigher Education Opportunity 
Actof 2008. 

ï Higher Education Opportunity ActThis act (PUBLIC LAW 110ς
315) was enacted on August 14, 2008, reauthorizing the Higher 
Education Act (HEA) of 1965. This law covers a wide variety of 
issues related to higher education. New in 2008 were several 
provisions related to students with intellectual disabilities, 
including defining Comprehensive Transition programs for 
students with ID, and funding model demonstration projects and 
a National Coordinating Center for those projects.
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Comprehensive Transition Programs are degree, certificate, or non-
degree programsfor students withintellectual disabilitiesthat:

Å is offered by a college or technical college/center and approved 
by the U.S. Department of Education;

Å is designed to support students with intellectual disabilities 
who want to continue academic, career, and independent living 
instruction to prepare for gainful employment;

Å offers academic advising and a structured curriculum; and

Å requires students with intellectual disabilities to participate, for 
at least half of the program, in
ï regular enrollment in credit-bearing courses with nondisabled students,

ï auditing or participating (with nondisabled students) in courses for which 
the student does not receive regular academic credit,

ï enrollment in noncredit-bearing, nondegreecourses with nondisabled 
students, or

ï internships or work-based training with nondisabled individuals.

LINK:  https://studentaid.ed.gov/eligibility/intellectual-disabilities
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Student Benefits of CTP

ÅCareer Pathway

ÅSupport

ÅFinancial Assistance
ï If students with intellectual disabilities are attending 

a CTP, they areable to use federal financial aidto 
help pay the cost of attendance.
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ÅEnrollment Requirements

ÅCouncil on Occupational Education Program 
Requirements

ÅPartnerships

ÅSustainability
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Topics Considered in Program Design



Comprehensive Transition Programs( CTP)
The CTP program must:
1. Be delivered to students physically attending the institution;

ï Be designed to support students with intellectual disabilities who are seeking to continue 
academic, career and technical, and independent living instruction at an institution of 
higher education in order to prepare for gainful employment;

ï Include an advising and curriculum structure;
ï Require students with intellectual disabilities to have at least one-half of their 

participation in the program, as determined by the institution, focus on academic 
components through one or more of the following activities:
Å Taking credit-bearing courses with students without disabilities.

Å Auditing or otherwise participating in courses with students without disabilities for 
which the student does not receive regular academic credit.

Å Taking non-credit-bearing, non-degree courses with students without disabilities.
Å Participating in internships or work-based training in settings with individuals 

without disabilities; and
ï Provide students with intellectual disabilities opportunities to participate in coursework 

and other activities with students without disabilities.

!ƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ /¢t ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ
1. ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

program is making satisfactory academic progress;
2. The number of weeks of instructional time and the number of semester or 

quarter credit hours or clock hours in the program, including the equivalent 
credit or clock hours associated with noncredit or reduced credit courses or 
activities;

3. A description of the educational credential offered (e.g., degree or certificate) or 
identified outcome or outcomes established by the institution for all students 
enrolled in the program;

4. ! ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ 
informing the agency of its CTP program. The letter or notice must include a 
description of the items in paragraphs (1) - (4).
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Welding Program



Welding Program
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Process for Title IV Approval of a 
CTP Program

If an institution wishes to have a Comprehensive Transition and Postsecondary (CTP) 
program determined to be an eligible program for the Federal student aid programs, 
it must:
Å Submit an updated Electronic Application for Approval to Participate in the Title 

IV Federal Student Aid Programs (E-App) to the Department (34 CFR 600.20).  
The E-App can be accessed at (http://eligcert.ed.gov/).

Å Mail the signed signature page to the US Department of Education

Å Email a detailed description of the program
ï Not to exceed thirty pages
ï Indicate how the program meets all of the definitional components of a CTP program

Å Email a description of the educational credential offered (e.g., certificate) or 
identified outcome or outcomes established by the institution for all students 
enrolled in the program

Å Email a ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ 
informing the agency of its comprehensive transition and postsecondary 
program
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Federal Title IV Grant Eligibility

Å Must meet one of the following requirements:
ïHold a Standard high school diploma (Federal PELL) , 
ïBe admitted into Project Independence (Federal 

Comprehensive Transition Program) 
ïComplete ŀƭƭ ά!ōƛƭƛǘȅ-to-.ŜƴŜŦƛǘέ requirements

Å Financial Aid Approval through  the FAFSA Application
ïProgram Fees: Provide accommodations for expected 

extended time as necessary up to time and a half or 
150% of standard program hours.

ï Lab Fees: Based on disability, and other supportsτ
addressed in accommodations requests

** Documentation must include an official transcript from all 
educational institutions ςDocument approval is required from 
the FPTC Adults with Disability Coordinator.
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Enrollment Process

Å Complete FPTC enrollment application
Å Attend Educational Planning Meeting to develop a 504 

plan and discuss career opportunities.
Å Provide historical documentation of accommodations 

via IEPs, 504s or other accommodation approvals.
Å Attend a one day orientation on Florida Panhandle 

Technical College policies, procedures, resources, 
Project Independence Guide with instructor 
expectations, and a basic skills review.

Å Choose Career Pathway ς
ï Standard High School Equivalency Diploma Pathway - Students 

will register for 24 hours PSAV (Monday through Thursday) and 6 
hours AGE on Friday with 2 hours consultative (e.g., guest 
speaker or video).  

ï Workforce Pathway - Students will register for 30 hours PSAV 
with 2 hours to be used consultatively.

**Documentation must include an enrollment application ς
Document approval is required from the FPTC Student Services 
staff and/or the Adults with Disability Coordinator.
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CTP - Project Independence 
Timeline

Å Initial FPTC Governing Board Approval - July 8, 2013

Å COE Notification -

Å Initial Title IV Approval - May 4, 2015

Å Title IV Renewal Approval - June 2,  2016

Å FPTC Governing Board Approval for Program 
Update/Application ςAugust/September  2016

Å Florida Center for Students with Unique Abilities (FCSUA) 
Approval ςSeptember 2016

16





18



Program Requirements
1. Serve students with intellectual disabilities;

2. Provide individual supports and services; 

3. Focus on academic and social integration that lead to gainful 

employment; 

4. Integrate Person- Centered Planning; 

5. Participate with the Coordinating Center - (project 

evaluation/technical assistance activities); 

6. Partner with LEA to address IDEA eligible students; 

7. Plan for sustainability; and 

8. Offer a meaningful credential. 


